
A new Public Charge rule from the federal government
may affect some immigrants who use public benefits.
Public benefits are government programs for people 
with low income that help with food, housing, cash or 
healthcare. These new rules don’t apply to U.S. citizens.

For up to date information, go to 
www.coveringwi.org/immigration

If you have one of these statuses, you can safely use public benefits without hurting your chance 
of getting a green card or citizenship.

     If you plan to petition, sponsor, or co-sponsor a family member to get a green card, your use of 
public benefits may affect their application.

If your status is not in the list above, the new rule may affect you. 

The rules are different depending if you must apply for, renew, or change your status from 
inside or outside the U.S.

Check the back for more information
about the rule  

Immigrants who can safely use public benefits:

A green card is a 
permanent resident card.

What is a green card?

New Immigration Rules & Public Benefits in Wisconsin

Public Charge - someone the government 
believes is likely to become dependent on the 
government for basic needs.

If you are a public charge, this can affect your 
future ability to:
• Get a visa to enter the U.S.
• Get a green card (permanent resident)
• Change or renew status (doesn’t apply to green
  card holders or applications for citizenship)

What is public charge?

• Green card holders - unless you travel outside the U.S. for more 
  than 6 months.

• Naturalized citizens

• Refugee or asylee
• Special immigrant juvenile
• U or T Visa (visas for victims of crimes)
• Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) approved self-petition
• Afghan and Iraqi employees of U.S. armed forces
• Members and families of the U.S. Armed Forces, Ready Reserves, or military serving in active duty
• Relief under Cuban Adjustment Act (CAA), the Nicaraguan and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) 
  or the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act (HRIFA)

This document, created by Covering Wisconsin, is not legal advice. For legal advice, please talk to a lawyer 
or accredited representative who specializes in immigration or public benefits law.
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Immigrants who may be affected by the new rule

Check 
the back



1. For people who can change or apply for their status from inside the U.S.:

2. For people who must change or apply for their status from outside the U.S.:

U.S. consulates outside the U.S. use stricter rules in making a 
public charge decision.

If you use public benefits and plan to:
• Apply for a green card
• Sponsor or co-sponsor an immigrant to get their green card
• Apply for entry to the U.S.
• Renew status

A lawyer can help you understand how using public benefits may affect your family. 

A lawyer can also look to see if you’re eligible for another immigration status. All information you share is 
confidential, and you can always get a second opinion. 

Do I need to talk to a lawyer? 

Free and low-cost legal options for immigration help:
In Wisconsin: www.coveringwi.org/immigration Outside Wisconsin: www.immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirectory

Immigrants who may be affected by the new rule

You may want to talk to a lawyer to better understand how using 
benefits may affect you or your family’s immigration status.

Using these benefits may affect you, if you need 
to change your status, apply for a green card, 
apply for a visa, or renew a visa.

If you get other benefits not listed above, 
they will not affect your immigration status. 

Use of any benefits by family members will 
not affect your application.

• Assisted living, nursing home, or home care paid for by a Medicaid long-term care program.

• BadgerCare Plus Healthcare (Medicaid or ForwardHealth) for adults. 
 Except anyone under age 21, Emergency Services for adults and children, 
 or care for pregnant women until 60 days after the birth of the baby.   

• Housing assistance from Public Housing or Section 8

• Food assistance from FoodShare (also called food stamps, QUEST, or EBT)

• Cash benefits from Wisconsin Works (W2) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

• Age
• Family Size

Immigration looks at these factors:

• Assets & Income

• Affidavit of Support
• Public Benefit Use• Work, Skills 

  & Education

• Health

Immigration will consider the number and type of benefits 
used, how long you used them, and how recent.


